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Amelia Ruritans ñHearò from scholarship winner 

The Amelia Club was pleased to have its 2011 scholarship winner, Lauren Smith, a graduating senior 

from Amelia County High School, attend their July 14th meeting and read her winning essay to the 

Club  members.  
 

 Miss Smith was selected for the $1,000 scholarship 

through an essay competition with students from 

Amelia Academy and Amelia County High 

School.  Miss Smith is the daughter of Lawrence 

and Myra Smith of Amelia.  She will be attending 

Christopher Newport University in the fall.  The   

Amelia Club wishes much success to Miss Smith in 

her efforts to achieve her educational goal.     

With Miss Smith (left) is Club President, Don Shreffler. 

Dinwiddie Fall  
Steak Festival  

October 5th  

The Dinwiddie Ruritan 

Club will have its         

Fall Steak Festival on  

October 5th, 4:00-7:30 pm with meals   

being served from  5-7PM.   
 

Ribeye steaks with all the fixings will be 

included on the menu.   
 

Music will be provided by Kampfire    

Productions . 
 

The cost of the event is $20. 

Plan now to attend the National Convention in Raleigh NC, January 19-22 at the Raleigh Convention    
Center. We have two hotel, the Marriott City Center and the Sheraton Raleigh. Room reservation details 
will be in the next issue of the magazine or on the Ruritan National website under member resources  
http://ruritan.org.temp.realssl.com/memberresources.php. An outstanding lineup of workshops is in the 
planning stages as well as a modified business agenda. Watch the magazine for news throughout the year. 
And watch for the next zone governorôs blast, the May Ruritan Newsletter and the summer RURITAN    
magazine for convention registration info. 

Medal of Honor News  

The Medal of Honor Grove is owned by the Freedoms Foundation at Valley 
Forge, Pa and is now maintained by the Friends of the MOH Grove, a newly 
formed      non-profit organization.  

The Medal of Honor Grove has a new 
website dedicated solely to the MOH 
Grove.  Please take a minute to visit the 
site which includes a link to Ruritan. 
 

http://friendsmohgrove.org/ 

Community  

Service Reports  

 are due by  

September 30th.  

** District Celebration registration and National Convention forms included in this edition. **  

http://ruritan.org.temp.realssl.com/memberresources.php
http://friendsmohgrove.org/
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òON A ROLLó 

5k WalkðWheelðRun  

September 17th  
8:30AM 

Dinwiddie Jr. High School  
11608 Courthouse Rd Dinwiddie, VA  

 

The Dewitt -Rocky Run Club is proud to 
present the first ever ñON A ROLLò  event 

which consists of a very unique blended 
Walk/Wheel/Run -a- thon  to benefit the National Spinal 

Cord Injury Association (NSCIA).  
 

This event presents an excellent opportunity to raise funds to 
get this initiative off to a órolling startô.  ñON A ROLLò will     

include opportunities for participants of any physical level of 
abilityðhowever they roll!  
 

Funds raised will support NSCIA͍ s mission of empowering 

people with spinal cord injury and disorders to achieve the 
highest quality of life possible.  
 

Bryant Neville, past President of the DeWitt-Rocky Run Club 
was born and raised in Dinwiddie County, shows us how he 

rolls everyday!  
 

Thirty years ago, a car crash left 17-year old Bryant a    
quadriplegic. He was left wondering how he would ever get 

through a life he never imagined.  
 

Through the help of community members of Dinwiddie and 
surrounding counties, they planned walk-a-thons, auctions,  

a softball tournament, and a dance. The community was able 
to raise money to help modify his family's home and        

purchase a handicap accessible van. ñIt was these kind acts 

that gave me the courage and strength to learn to live again 
and reach dreams that I initially assumed were dashed. I am 

who I am because of that support.ò - Bryant  
 

Three decades later, Bryant Neville is a chief financial officer 
of a bank, a husband, a father and a very active in the     

Ruritan club.  
 

Bryant is recounting his 30 year journey in his upcoming 
book ñOn a Rollò and is launching a national partnership with 

NSCIA which will use Bryantôs example and his story to   
highlight the possibilities for others.  
 

ñOn A Rollò will begin at 8:30 with a 

kids race.  Please take the time to 
come out and support this event.  

Even if you don't plan to enter the 
5K, there will be plenty of booths, 

exhibits, food and fun.   

 
For more information please visit:  

www.active.com/donate/onaroll  
 

For information about making a donation please email:  

onaroll2011@verizon.net  
 
 

HOPE TO SEE EVERYONE ON THE 17th!!! 

A MESSAGE FROM THE A MESSAGE FROM THE   

NATIONAL DIRECTORNATIONAL DIRECTOR   
CLUB EVENTS & NEWSCLUB EVENTS & NEWS   

Ladies and Gentlemen of the Appomattox District,  

It is my sincere hope that you have had a safe and fun summer.  Although the 

weather has been rather warm, I know that many of you have been involved 

making sure that your clubs have been actively involved serving your      

communities in true Ruritan fashion. Many clubs are having picnics and   

different outings as we prepare for the ñofficial end of summerò after Labor 

Day and the beginning of fall. Some of the greatest fun you can have being a 

Ruritan is being involved in club functions that allow for great fellowship 

among your members. You donôt always have to have a ñworkingò event to 

make your presence known in your community. As hard as you work during 

the year supporting different events and projects that your club undertakes, 

you the club should make some fun time for yourself. This is not always easy, 

as we are all heavily involved, but we all need to take the time and enjoy be-

ing a Ruritan.  

This fall our clubs will be involved in stews, bake sales, sausage sales, local 

events, Medal of Honor Adventure, Zone Meetings, club meetings, district 

meetings, and our District Celebration in November. We then go right into the 

holidays, and before you know it, itôs time for the convention. Take some 

time for a ñbreatherò and enjoy yourselves. You might be surprised as to how 

much it will invigorate you and your club-it might even help you to bring in 

some new members at such an event.  

Thanks for your continued support, and get your club into the newsletter-

David is always looking for what you are doing out there. Send him pictures 

and articles for the newsletter and send them to national also. Letôs show 

others that itôs fun to be a Ruritan!  

Wally  

Thanks for being a Ruritan,  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

As all or most of you are aware, the Appomattox District  
Celebration is being held at the Officers Club on Fort Pickett 
in Blackstone, VA on November 5th. We are looking forward 
to this change in location due to the cost, privacy, and     
convenience of the facility; plus the streamlining of the    
Celebration itself down from an all -day affair to five (5) 
hours.  We at the District level are making a great effort to 
increase participation  in the celebration by modifying    
everything from officer training to the awards banquet itself, 
and WE NEED YOUR HELP! If you have never been, please 

make plans to attend -we know you will like what you see.  
 

Thanks for all you are doing for our great organization!  

   Governor Wally  

Dinwiddie Club presents ScholarshipsDinwiddie Club presents Scholarships  
The Dinwiddie Club recently awarded three (3) scholarships to     

graduating seniors from Dinwiddie High School.  The three awards 

totaled $2250 including the T.O. Rainey Scholarship which is in    

conjunction with the Farm Credit Bureau.  Scholarship Chair, Pat 

Wood, made the presentations to the three outstanding graduates who 

were accompanied by their parents.   
 

Scott Thompson plans on   

attending Bridgewater College 

while Brandon Coffrin and 

Jessi Eagle will both be attend-

ing Virginia Commonwealth  

University in the fall.   
 

The club wishes all three (3)      

recipients much success in the 

next  chapter of their lives. Pictured left to rightðScholarship Chair,          
Pat Wood, Brandon Coffrin, Jessi Eagle, Scott 

Thompson & Club President David Thompson   



DISTRICT NEWSDISTRICT NEWS 
The Ruritan National Foundation will be holding its Fellowship Weekend on           

September 23rd-25th at the Holiday Inn Select Koger Conference Center in Richmond, 

Va. You will find forms to register for the event in the Summer issue of the magazine 

along with information to reserve lodging at the Holiday Inn Select.   
 

Also, the 2nd anniversary of our $$$Million Dollar Club$$$ program will occur during 

the Fellowship Weekend and we look forward to many of Ruritan friends bringing their 

ñDime A Dayò donation to the Saturday Evening Buffet and Awards Party or if not 

attending we ask that you forward the funds to our Dublin office along with the       

donation coupon which also can be found in the Summer issue of our magazine.  All of 

this information may be found on pages 16 and 17 of the Ruritan.   
 

A final note, September 1st is the deadline for clubs to forward their $300 to qualify for 

the 2012 Build your Dollar scholarship program.  Be sure to send a note identifying 

your check as part one (1) of the BY$ program.  Hurry, donôt miss out on this opportu-

nity to award yet another scholarship.   
 

Please extend this invitation to your membership and THANKS for your support of the 

foundation. 

Serving the foundation, 

Bruce Thompson 
2011 Foundation President  
 

District Convention Program Ad Sales Reminder 
 

Does your Club need an easy fundraiser? Well, Ad Sales for the District 
Program at the Celebration (Convention) each year in Blackstone is 
back again this year!  
 

After your Club sells the first $100 in Ads, which would go directly to the 
District, then there will be a 50-50 split of any amount above the first 
$100 sold. 
 

 Example: If your Club sells $500 in Ads  
 

The District will get the first $100, then the 
remaining $400 would be split 50-50, with 
$200 to the Club and $200 to the District.   
 

What an easy way for your Club to make 
$200 to go to their community activities.  
Of course the more you sell, the more  your Club would get in rebates. 
 

Donôt wait, start today , selling your Ads!  Remember, businesses you 
contact will be spending the advertisement money early in the year and 
if you wait they may have already spent their budget for 2011.  Cut off 
to receive this rebate is September 30, 2011 .  Any Ads sold after this 
date will not be considered for this special rebate and may not get   
published in the Program.  Award checks for each winning Club will be 
presented at the District Celebration on November 5th at the Officerôs 
Club (Fort Pickett) in Blackstone, VA.  Remember, you are only in          
competition with yourself for this Award (rebate).  
 

Our goal is for every Club within the District to support the annual     
Celebration (Convention) by selling these Ads which help keep the cost 
of registration at a minimum.  Feel free to direct any questions to   
members of the District Cabinet. 
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CLUB EVENTS & NEWSCLUB EVENTS & NEWS   
Amelia Ruritan Club Constructs Ramp 

The Amelia Club recently completed construction of a ramp at the 

home of George Reed who lives on Rocky Run Lane in Amelia. 

Because of his health conditions, Mr. Reed was unable to go and 

come from his home safely.  With the new ramp, he is able to get 

in and out using his cane or his walker.   
 

Ruritan members who worked on the project include Don Shref-

fler, John Aaron, Niles McLoda, Bill Berthrong, Dallas Lewis, 

Norm Goulding, Bryan Newton, Paul Folliard, Jerry Yospin, Jim 

Lawson, and Ruth Anne Lawson.  The work was accomplished on 

Friday, June 10 when 

the temperature was 95 

degrees and on June 

11th. 
 

Don Shreffler, Amelia 

Club President stated, 

ñClub members were 

pleased that they could 

do something to help 

make Mr. Reedôs life a 

little better.ò 

The Jetersville Club recently held a BBQ Chicken    
Dinner fundraiser at the Jetersville Ruritan Community 
Center.  This  event had a good turnout considering the 
short   notice and  some delicious Old Time Recipe 
chicken was sold.   The club hopes to try it again on 
September 19th.  If you would like more information,  

email "M. R." Taylor  at: mrt2@tds.net  

Itôs Back To School Time!! 
Kenbridge Club members Steve Israel, Eddie Edmunds, and 

John Washburn unload supplies for the recent School Supply 

Giveaway in Lunenburg County, Virginia.  
 

The Kenbridge Ruritan 

Club recently donated 

fifty (50) 3-ring binders 

with dividers for this 

yearôs program.  
 

The School Supply 

Giveaway is supported 

by the local Lunenburg 

County Churches, Civic Organizations, and private citizens.   
 

The event provides school supplies, collected based on lists 

provided by local schools, to any children who might not  

otherwise have them.  Donated supplies, in addition to the 

binders and dividers, included crayons, pencils, notebook  

paper, composition books, glue, backpacks, erasers, and  

colored pencils.   
  

This yearôs event, held on August 6, helped over 150       

children get a good start on the school year.            

Pictured from left to right are Norm Goulding, Bill     

Berthrong, Bryan Newton, Jim Lawson, home owner George 

Reed, and John Aaron. 

Place your  

ad  

here!! 

District Convention Date Set 
The District Celebration (Convention) will moving itôs location to the Officerôs Club at 

Fort Pickett in Blackstone, VA.  Please mark NOVEMBER 5, 2011 on your Clubs and 

personal calendars so you can plan on attending.   
 

The venue has changed and the program has been modified/shorten to accommodate 

fellow Ruritans in hopes that our  attendance will increase.   
 

The tentative program will begin at 8:00AM, ending around 2:00PM with lunch        

provided.  What a wonderful fellowship event for your Club and Spouses!  Hope to see 

everyone at this yearôs District Convention. 
 

Registration forms have been included with this newsletter or you can obtain a copy from 

our website (www.appomattoxdistrictruritan.org ) 

Mike Colley, Convention Chair 


